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Workshop outcomes 

You will: 

 

 Reflect on how you talk to students who have language 
difficulties 

 

 Be aware of some  of the ways to help your students ‘get 
smart’ 

 

 Revisit and/or expand your repertoire of strategy knowledge 
to make appropriate choices to best help students with 
language difficulties to better access the curriculum 
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Before you start … 

• Important  to  have data to determine 
measures of success:  

      formal & informal reporting purposes 

      to facilitate teacher & student feedback 

 

• Important to know which students you will 
need to provide the most support  
 

• Keep in mind that this is a long, slow journey; 
but an important one. Society expectations of language use are higher than 
a generation ago. Demands of new curriculums. NAPLAN 
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                      Part 1 

 

       Teacher  talk 
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Part 1: Teacher Talk 

 

Activity: 

 

1. Read the newspaper article. 

 

2. Reflect & record the implications for students and teachers. 

 

3. Share your thinking. 
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Part 1: Teacher talk 

How do we avoid creating ‘a sea of blah’? 

 

• Alert the student to listen 

 

• Short and sharp delivery of oral information 

 

• Support the teacher talk 

 

• Support and develop student talk 
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Part 1: Teacher talk 

Prompting a response: 

 
o Binary choice 

 

o Phonemic cue 

 

o Sentence completion 

 

o Supply key words 

 

o Peer modelling 

 

 

 

 

o Delayed imitation 

 

o Direct imitation 

 

o Non-verbal cues 

 

o Verbal cues 

 

o Sabotage 
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Part 1: Teacher talk 

• Reflection  & ‘note to self’                                                   

When talking to a child with a language difficulty, what do you consider to be  the most 
important things to remember? 

Record on front page of handout. 
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                         Part  2 
 

             ‘Getting  smart’ 
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Part 2:  ‘getting smart’ 

Smart is not something 
you are… 

smart is something you 
get. 
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Part 2: ‘getting smart’ 

What do ‘smart kids’ know how to do?  
(pair-share) 
 
 How to get themselves organised 
 To listen effectively 
 Make connections 
 Reflect on their learning 
 Have a belief in themselves as learners 
 Ask for assistance/clarification when they need it 
 Work co-operatively 
 Work independently 
 Make and maintain friends 
 Remember what the task involves 
 Understand the idioms and the nuances of language 
 Don’t have learned helplessness 
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Part 2: ‘getting smart’ 

How can children ‘get smart’? 
 

 They need to hang around with people who are already smart 
 

 They need to hang around with people who believe they 

     can get smart 
 

 They need to be taught how to be successful – it’s a teacher’s 
job 

 

 They need intense, demanding and enriched curriculum  
 

 Delivered by knowledgeable and committed teachers 
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Part 2:  ‘getting smart’ 

Make  explicit  the 
things that ‘smart  
kids’  do implicitly. 
 

What skills would you choose? 
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Part 2:  ‘getting smart’ 

o Getting organised 

 

o Remembering what to do 

 

 

 

• Insert directions prompt 
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Part 2: ‘Getting smart’ 

o Effective listening 

 
 

prompt for 5L • Pair share 
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Part 2: ‘Getting smart’ 

Other learning behaviour supports: 
 

o Narrative of what the learning should look like. 

           Capitalise on visitors. 

 

o Buddy support. Learning partner. Notepad. 

 

o ‘Phone a friend’. It’s Ok to ask someone else to help you. Look at how your partner is doing the task. 

 

o Reflection. How did I go today? What activity did I do well? How do I know I am ‘getting smarter’? If there is 

no response, tell them hence the importance of data. 

 

o Specific rewards. Reward cards. Thank heavens for stickers! 
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Part 2: ‘Getting smart’ 

• Insert Aiden’s listening 
to teacher 

 

• I asked for help… 

 

• I put my hand up in 
class… 

 

• I started my work … 

 

• I looked at my speaker… 
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Part 2: ‘Getting smart’ 

Reflection  & ‘note to self’ 
What do you do or could do, to make your students believe they are ‘smart’? 

Record on front page of handout. 
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PART 3 

 Teaching strategies to 
facilitate curriculum 
access & 
participation 
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Relevant Research 

Scott Paris    2005 

 

Constrained 
Phonics, Phonemic awareness, concepts 
about print 

 

and 

 

Unconstrained skills 
Reading texts, comprehension, vocabulary, 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                            The  4  Roles  of  the  Reader 
Pe                                                     1992 
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John Hattie      2003 

• Teachers Make  a Difference 
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The Challenge… 
 to select  texts and tasks that are: 
 

• age-appropriate 
 

• conceptually challenging 
 

•  interesting enough to intrigue and motivate -illustrations 
 

• facilitate extended treatment to allow deeper interaction 
 

• worthy of promoting a ‘sea of student talk’-vocab rich 
 

• Diverse, so to introduce students to an array of authors, text 
structures and purposes 
 

• well-suited to teaching specific comprehension skills and strategies 
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Which strategies? 

• Making connections 

 

• Questioning 

 

• Visualising 

 

• Comparing/contrasting 

• Summarising 

 

• Predicting 

 

• Monitoring 

 

• Reading new words 
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Questioning 
Learners pose and answer questions that clarify meaning and promote deeper understanding of the text. Questions can 
be generated by the learner, a peer or the teacher. 
http://www.nlnw.nsw.edu.au/videos11/questioning/flv/questioning.html   

 

Predicting 
Learners use information from graphics, text and experiences to anticipate what will be viewed/read/heard and to 
actively adjust comprehension while reading/viewing/listening. Before reading record words you think you will read in 
the text.  Check off as the text is read. After reading discuss WHY some words did not appear. 
 

Monitoring 
Learners stop and think about the text and know what to do when meaning is disrupted. 
Coding. 
 

Summarising 
Highlight key words. Write a summary using the key words. 
 

Visualising 
Mind mapping. Sketching. Drawing and labelling 
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Activities which will promote language 
Generic open-ended activities Vs  text patterning activities 

• Labelling 
 

• Predict the vocabulary which will be in the text 
 

• Text layout 
 

• I wonder… 
 

• Vocabulary scaffolds 
 

• Compare & contrast- same and different 
 

• Pronoun referencing 
 

• Category  activities 
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Vocabulary  Study 
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Every Student Every School Learning and Support Conference 34 

 
• Make a connection 

 
• Text layout 
 
• Compare and Contrast 
          Dale Richards Vs Self 

 
• Language study 
      “like a snake on the waves” 
       “picked up surfing” 
        “he was a natural” 
        “can focus completely” 
 

• I wonder… 
 

• Summarise (shrink the 
text) 

 



Other useful resources which will encourage 
language: 
National Geographic Magazine –differentiated reading levels on same topic 

 

Comprehension and Writing Response Centres  
 
SMART website – item analysis. Stimulus. 
 
Google images 
 
Odd one out cards/ category activities 
 
Funny picture cards 
 
Idiom cards 
 
Inferences activities 
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Professional resources: 

 

NSW Centre for Effective Reading  
      Professional learning  
 

MUSEC  briefings – useful for parents too 

 

Focus on Reading 
 

Revisit, Reflect , Retell     Linda Hoyt 
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Writing = getting blood out 
of a stone! 

 
Plan the scaffold.  
Laminate for each student. 

 

Teach explicitly – word banks 

                            - ideas banks 

                            - colour code   

                            each section of text 

 

Practise and practise  

 

It takes a long time! 

                             

  



Maths 

• Make connections 

• Visualising 

• Mind mapping 

• Specific vocabulary  

   “talk like a mathematician” 

• Show visible evidence of improvement 
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Part 3: Reflection & note to self 
Record on the front page of handout 
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